
Swarthmore Honors Examination in Statistics

May 2024

Instructions:

1. You will have three hours to complete this exam.

2. This is a closed-materials exam. You may not refer to any books, notes, online sources, software, or
other resources, except for the simple calculator provided to do arithmetic.

3. Show your work and explain your reasoning with sufficient justification.

4. Write your solutions neatly on separate sheets of paper. Label your responses clearly (1a, 1b, 1c, 2a,
etc.).

5. If you cannot answer part of a problem, but need its answer for a later part, just make up a reasonable
value and use it. For example “I can’t do part (a), so I am going to assume that the answer is 0.2
so I can do part (b).” This applies to multiple steps within a single part and non-numerical answers
as well. (“I’m not sure about the analysis but I’ll assume we reject the null hypothesis to make my
conclusion.”) If you get stuck, do whatever you need to do to keep making progress (e.g., make stuff
up).

6. If there are parts that contain computations that you are unable to do by hand or with a simple
calculator, you can answer these parts by explaining how you would perform the computations. For
example, you can provide commands you would use if you had access to software (e.g, “I would find
the value of z using qnorm(0.975, 0, 1)) in R and then I would do 100 + 10z”). You can also draw
well labeled pictures representing how would you perform the computations.

7. I recommend that you read through the entire exam first and then start with questions you feel most
confident on to make the best use of your time.

8. Good luck!

I have not committed any form of academic dishonesty in preparing for and/or taking this exam.

Signature:



1. It can be hard to get people to respond to surveys, especially when they ask sensitive questions.
Randomized response is an approach that can help participants feel comfortable answering questions
while also ensuring that researchers can get quality estimates of what they are studying.

Participants are asked to flip a coin before responding to the question: “Have you ever cheated on an
exam?”. If the coin lands on tails, they answer “yes” to the question. If the coin lands on heads, they
answer truthfully. Because the researcher does not see the coin flip result, they do not know which
individuals are telling the truth.

• (a.) Suppose z is the proportion of people in the survey that answer “yes” under this approach.
What is your best estimate of the proportion of people in the survey who have actually cheated
on an exam? Show your work.

• (b.) Are there any advantages to using a weighted coin rather than one that has an equal
probability of landing on heads and tails? Consider a coin that comes up Heads 10% of the time
and one that comes up Heads 90% of the time as you explain your reasoning.

2. Explain how you would estimate the *sampling* distribution for the sample standard deviation of a
sample of size 50 from an unknown distribution. You can assume that you are given a sample of
size 50 from this distribution, and you can use simulation. How would you estimate this sampling
distribution’s mean and standard error? You can write pseudo-code or describe in words, just make
sure you have given me enough information to translate your words into code.

3. Given two estimators, how do you decide which one is best? Write a paragraph in response. You
should describe at least two metrics of evaluation.

4. Suppose we are in a hypothesis test framework where the distribution under the null hypothesis is equal
to 1

2 and the distribution under the alternative hypothesis is equal to − 1
2x+ 1. Note: Our domain is

the interval between 0 and 2.

• (a.) Graph both of these distributions on the same plot.

• (b.) How do you know that these are appropriate probability distributions?

• (c.) We will use a rejection of the form {X < k}. On your graph from (a.), indicate the regions
that represent the Type I and Type II probabilities of error.

• (d.) Find k such that the test has level 0.02.

• (e.) For the rejection region found in (d.), find the probability of Type II error and interpret this
value in the context of the problem.

5. Please base your responses to each question on the R code provided below:

counter <- 0

n <- 100

for(i in 1:1000){

x <- rpois(n, 7)

L <- mean(x) - qnorm(.95, 0, 1)*(sqrt(7)/sqrt(n))

U <- mean(x) + qnorm(.95, 0, 1)*(sqrt(7)/sqrt(n))

if (L < 7 && U > 7){

counter <- counter + 1

}

}
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Note that the rpois function has two parameters: the first is the sample size, and the second is the
mean. The function generates random numbers from the Poisson distribution. The qnorm function
has three parameters: the first is a probability (calculated as area to the left of a value), the second is
the mean, and the third is the standard deviation. The function calculates a quantile from a normal
distribution.

• (a.) What are L and U calculating? Be specific.

• (b.) What is the counter measuring?

• (c.) What value do you expect to see from counter/1000 and why?

• (d.) Would your answer in (c.) change if n = 10? Why or why not?

• (e.) Would your answer in (c.) change if all of the 7s were changed to 75s (using the original
n = 100)? Why or why not?

6. We have data on avocado producers in two parts of the United States: California and the Central
South Region (of the US) and we want to be able to predict the total bags (in thousands) produced
using other information about the producers.

Data Description

Each data point is a producer of avocados in either California or the Central South Region.

Response: TotalBags1000 represents the total bags produced (in thousands)

Possible covariates:

• regionSouthCentral: 1 if region is Central South of the US, 0 if region is California

• year - growing year

• AveragePrice - average price ($) for an avocado

• TotalVolume1000 - total volume produced (in 1000s of cubic units)

• AveragePrice:regionSouthCentral - interaction of AveragePrice and regionSouthCentral

• regionSouthCentral:year - interaction of regionSouthCentral and year

• smallSold1000 - bags of small avocados sold (in 1000s)

Note that the model labels are *below* the model output and there are 7 total models.
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• (a.) Provide an interpretation (in the context of the problem) of the highlighted number (0.48)
in Model 3.

• (b.) Write the hypotheses that are being tested to obtain the p-value highlighted in Model 6
(<2e-16). Be sure to define any parameters you use in the context of the problem.

• (c.) In any of the model outputs, circle a coefficient that is statistically significant but not
practically significant. Explain your reasoning in a sentence or two.

• (d.) Consider all of the models presented. Which of them would you choose as the “best” model
of total bags produced? Convince me using at least two pieces of evidence.

• (e.) Now suppose we are interested in modeling the response regionSouthCentral. Which covari-
ate, A or B, do you think would be a stronger predictor of this response? Explain your reasoning
in a sentence or two.
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7. We have data on the number of divorce records (across the US in 1987) for a variety of age groups in
32 of the 50 states. The following table provides summary statistics for each group.

• (a.) Use the data provided to answer the following question: Does there seem to be a difference in
average number of records of divorce between men and women in the [50+] age category? Justify
any decisions you make about your approach. If you get stuck, feel free to make assumptions that
simplify the approach but be clear that you are doing this and why.

• (b.) Use the data provided to answer the following question: does age appear to be associated
with the difference in average number of records of divorce among wives overall? You may pick
a subset of the data to analyze, but again justify any decisions you make about your approach.
Again, if you get stuck, feel free to make assumptions that simplify the approach but be clear
that you are doing this and why.

• (c.) What would you need to know in order to feel comfortable generalizing your findings from
parts (a.) and (b.) to all 50 states?

8. What is something you did to prepare for this exam that helped you with one or more of these questions?
Your answer can just be a sentence long.
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